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Types of Negation and Some Relevant Syntactic and Semantic Issues
XU Jie ZHANG Fan
Abstract: Negation, as a functional category, exhibits differences between types and can be classified into three
types: sentence negation, phrase negation, and morpheme negation. This paper proposes a set of operational criteria
of syntactic and semantic features that clearly distinguish said types of negation. Through demonstration, it elucidates
how the classification of negation can account for various linguistic phenomena and resolve long-standing issues in
Chinese grammar. Negation functions as a category at the sentence level, with its scope delimited by the sentence
to which it attaches, and its focus aligned with the focus of the sentence itself. However, these generalizations apply
solely to sentence negation and not to phrase or morpheme negations.

Keywords: sentence negation, phrase negation, morpheme negation, scope of negation, focus of negation
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