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The Strategies of Media Narrative:a Pentadic Analysis of the Newspaper

Coverage of “ Chinese Mainland Offering Giant Pandas to Taiwan”

Abstracts; The paper mainly applies pentadic analysis to the newspaper coverage of “Chinese Main-
land Offering Giant Pandas to Taiwan” , comparing the narrative strategies of People’s Daily, China
Times, Liberty Times which use the different methods about the pentad ,and then present the differ-
ent way. People’s Daily mainly shows “Purpose” and “ Agent” , which shapes positive image and
peaceful desire. China Times weakens the questions from authority in Taiwan and “acts” zealously.
While Liberty Times conveys negative response through the given “unreasonable” “agency” and the-
sis-transform to the counter “agent”. The different narrative strategies reflect the different ideology,
correlating with the social form, political attitude and media system, which may also influence audi-
ence’s cognition and belief.
Key words ; Pentadic Analysis Narrative strategies Ideology Cognition
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Applied Semiotics in English Translation of “ Renmin”

Abstract; This article attempts to apply a set of theories, called “applied semiotics,” 1o the English
translation of several Chinese terms containing “ Renmin,” typically translated as “ people. ” The au-
thors argue that the traditional approach, called “ word-character translation,” can lead to serious er-
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rors. An alternative approach, “communication translation,” strives to maximize the probability that
the target audience receive accurately and efficiently the message as intended by the message send-
er. Using the communication approach as an analytical tool, the authors found that the typical Eng-
lish terms such as “the People’s Congress,” “the People’s Government,” “the People’s Court,”
“the People’s Procuratorate,” “the People’s Police” and “the People’s Liberation Army” are mis-
translations of the respective Chinese terms. Other translations,such as “the People’s Bank,” “the
People’s Daily,” “People’s Publishing House,” “People’s Hospital,” and “the People’s Universi-
ty” can be appropriate. The distinctions between the two types are discussed.
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A Study of the Relationship between Media Use and Life Quality

Abstract: This article discusses the relationship between the possession/use of new media and the
quality of life. Based on a survey on the usage of new media in Beijing in January 2003, this study
finds that the possession and use of the Intemet is negatively related to the level of satisfaction of
life , while the possession of telephone is positively related to people’s satisfaction of life. The longer a
person use computer or the Internet, the lower is the level of his satisfaction of life. On the other
hand, the recreational use of the Internet leads to the negative feeling of media use while vocational
use of the Internet is related to the positive feeling of media use. Due to the close relationship be-
tween media use and people’s entertainment, this study also investigates the relationship between the
style of entertainment and people’s satisfaction of life. It is found that the participation of group en-
tertainment is positively related to people’s satisfaction of life. However,at least based on the current
study , the possessions and uses of many traditional and new media, including TV, video recorder, fax
machine, digital camera, digital video camera, VCD/DVD/CD/MD/MP3, game player, cable TV, mo-
bile phone and pager etc. ,are not related to people’s satisfaction of life. Generally speaking, the use
of new media, including the Internet, only explains weakly about the satisfaction of life. The social

implications of these findings are also discussed.
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