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Comparison of Phonetic History of Dialects in Macao,
Zhongshan and Guangzhou

LO Infat

Abstract: Since Matteo Ricci entered China at the end of the



16th century, missionaries had left a variety of early works of
Chinese dialects which had various properties and rich
contents. This paper combines 17 materials with traditional
rhyming dictionaries to draw up the dialect phonetic history of
Macau, Zhongshan and Guangzhou for nearly two hundred
years. And this study compares the relations among the three
by period, and observes the internal and external rules of
language change. The result of the comparison of the three
dialects is: the high-status dialect (Guangzhou dialect) has its
own evolution, with the two sets of frictions merging into one
set and the high vowels cracking. The relatively low-status
language (Zhongshan dialect) slowly imitated the high-status
language (Cantonese), and increased new sound categories.
The immigrant city, Macao, on the other hand, imitated the
language of high status (Cantonese) as quickly as possible,
but the substratum dialect also tenaciously existed.

Keywords: Macao, Zhongshan, Guangzhou, Dialects, Phonetic,

History
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